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Entente.222 But Grey was helpless to make his protests
effective, because his distrust of Germany made him unwill-
ing to take a really stiff attitude to Russia, or to recede from
the Agreement of 1907, lest he should thereby endanger the
solidarity of the Triple Entente. The Russians were quite
aware of this, and took advantage of it. Sazonov put the
situation in a nutshell in a significant letter to the Russian
Minister in Teheran:
The London Cabinet looks upon the Anglo-Russian Con-
vention of 1907 as being important for the Asiatic interests
of England; but this Convention possesses a still greater
importance for England from the viewpoint of the policy
which is being pursued by England in Europe. . . . The
English, engaged in the pursuit of political aims of vital im-
portance in Europe, may, in case of necessity, be prepared
to sacrifice certain interests in Asia in order to keep a Con-
vention alive which is of such importance to them. This
is a circumstance which we can, of course, exploit for our-
selves, as, for instance, in Persian affairs.223
Though the Anglo-Russian Convention was all made
public, included no obligations of military or diplomatic
support, and did not at once lead to a closely knit diplomatic
partnership, it did nevertheless complete the circle for a
closer political cooperation between Rusisa, France and
England. The Press of these countries began to talk of the
new "Triple Entente."
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